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Charissa Gransden, Director of Lower School Bands

The Lovett School

4075 Paces Ferry Road, N.W.

Atlanta, GA 30327-3099

404-262-3032 Ext. 1375

charissa.gransden@lovett.org
Connecting students to the world through the arts.        Teaching students through the universal language of music.

FUNDAMENTAL CLASS EXPECTATIONS

These guidelines apply to all rehearsals, tutorials, and applied lessons.
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1.  BE ON TIME

A.  If you play a small instrument, go directly to your seat when you arrive to class. Assemble you instrument at your seat.

B.  If you play a large instrument, assemble your instrument in the designated area. Proceed to your seat after you have assembled your instrument.
C.  Class will begin within 2 minutes of your arrival.
2.  BE PREPARED

A.  Bring all required materials to every class. 

B.  Write down any important information you receive during class or rehearsal.
C.  Write down your assignments at the end of every band class.
D.  If you are absent, get your assignment from a friend.
3.  BE RESPECTFUL

A.  Raise your hand if you have questions or concerns.

B.  Control your talking or playing while another student or group is playing.

C.  If the director is addressing a particular person or section, use this time to “jet” (airplay), review note names, rhythms, or fingerings of the music being studied.
D.  Put instruments away immediately upon class dismissal.
E.  Line up quietly to exit the class.
LOVETT BAND CLASS INFORMATION

Students meet three times per seven-day rotation for approximately 45 minutes. The band program teaches musical concepts and encourages students to become competent individual players as well as ensemble (group) players. Please read and review all of this information so that you, as students and parents, are prepared to experience an excellent year of musical growth.

REQUIRED MATERIALS
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Students will have all of these materials in every band class. 

1.  Pencil and paper. (No pens.)

2.  3-Ring binder (Provided by Lovett)

3.  Essential Elements 2000 Band Method Book.

4.  Instrument


Brass: Valve oil, slide grease/cream, small spray bottle (trombones only), 

mouthpiece, mouthpiece brush, towel, mutes (when necessary)

Woodwinds: Handkerchief or swab, at least 5 reeds (strengths will vary), cork grease, small plastic film roll container (oboes only)


Percussion: Bells, keyboard mallets, drum sticks 

SKILLS AND CONCEPTS

The following skills and concepts will be introduced and/or developed.

1.  Correct posture and instrument position

2.  Appropriate embouchure, breathing, and air support

3.  Tone production and intonation

4.  Music notation: rhythm, pitch, key, accidentals, enharmonics

5.  Ear training: pitch perception 

6.  Dynamics, tempo, articulation, balance, rhythmic accuracy

7.  Scales: Major, Minor

8.  Musical expression, interpretation, theory, history, and cultural significance
GRADING
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Grades will be based on the director’s evaluation of each student’s work in class and during performance, with emphasis on daily participation, periodic group and individual testing, practice records, and general improvement in playing.

Grading Criteria
Participation and Preparedness
                                             40% of total grade
Points are awarded daily for complete participation and for bringing material to class. 

Practice/Homework/Development


        
         25% of total grade

Students are expected to practice at home regularly. In order to gain consistency, students should practice as often as possible. 5th Graders will utilize SmartMusic for practice and most homework. 4th Graders will be expected to document their practice with a practice record and have that record signed by parents. SIGNED PRACTICE RECORDS FOR 4TH GRADERS WILL BE DUE EVERY “A” DAY.

Passoffs/Repertoire

                        
       
         20% of total grade

Performance celebrations (quizzes) will be given regularly. Written tests will be given at the director’s discretion and will be averaged in with the performance celebrations. 5th Graders will utilize SmartMusic to perform many of their passoffs.
Concerts/Rehearsals





         15% of total grade


  Students are expected to attend/participate in every performance in its entirety. 

The dates listed below have already been approved and published in the Lovett School’s master calendar. Rehearsals will be set as we near The Fine Arts policies concerning rehearsals and performances are explained in the parent/student handbook.
Conduct

 
  Conduct grades are given for each marking period, according to school policy. Conduct options include:
S-Satisfactory, N-Needs Improvement, U-Unsatisfactory

Performance Dates


November 25th    
9:00 AM     5th Grade Grandparents Day
H-C Theater/Band Room 1
        


December 12th     
7:00 PM     LS Band Holiday Concert     
Hendrix-Chenault Theater


March 23rd            
3:30 PM     LS/MS/US Band Prism Concert     Hendrix-Chenault Theater


May 14th              
8:30 AM    LS Band/Orchestra Concert
Hendrix-Chenault Theater



Other possible performances and musical celebrations TBA

2013-2014 Lovett Lower School Band
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RETURN THIS FORM TO MRS. GRANSDEN BY AUGUST 23rd  

TO RECEIVE A TEST GRADE OF 100% AND $1 IN MAGIC MUSIC MONEY.

As a student and member of The Lovett Band, I have read this syllabus and understand the grading policy and requirements.

________________________  _______   ________________________ 

    Student Name (Please Print)                           Grade             Student’s Advisor/Homeroom Teacher    

      ___________________________________






Student Signature
As parent(s)/guardian(s), we have read this syllabus and understand the requirements and procedures our child is expected to follow.  

_____________________  ________________________  ______
      
       Parent Name (Please Print)                      Parent Signature

              Date


_____________________  ________________________  ______
     
      Parent Name (Please Print)                                   Parent Signature                             Date

Parent email (to receive regular band information). Please write clearly.
Please write any questions, concerns, or additional emails on the back of this page.
